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SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH: THE ART OF 
REVELATION AND OF PROPHECY* 

I. 

Scientific research is the highest work 
undertaken by the man of science, and it 
can be undertaken with confidence only by 
him who has made himself familiar with 
the state of his art, to date, or by the genius 
whose inspiration may, now and then, make 
learning, for the time and the occasion, less 
essential. Yet it is particularly true, in 
science, that genius involves a talent for 
hard work. That talent first achieves 
learning, then seeks further knowledge 
through research, skillfully interrogating 
Nature. 

Scientific research may be defined as 
'the Art of Revelation 'and of Prophecy.' 
By investigation, commonly experimental, 
the research is directed toward the ac- 
quirement of new facts in a field in which, 
at the moment, earlier gleaners either have 
done little or, having explored the field 
extensively, yet lack knowledge of certain 
fundamental elements of the problem of 
formulation of the laws relating to its phe- 
nomena. It is sought to reveal a new 
system of scientific phenomena, of natural 
science, or to complete the partly developed 
theory. When the facts are thus learned, 

* An address delivered before the Pennsylvania 
Chapter of Sigma Xi, by Robert H. Thurston, 
Philadelphia, June 14, 1902. 



